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CRAIG PEACOCK — CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION INVESTIGATION 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [12.04 pm]: The Corruption and Crime Commission findings 
into WA’s Tokyo Office and the conduct of the former trade commissioner, Mr Craig Peacock, are shocking. The 
CCC has revealed significant misuse of the state’s resources and serious misconduct by Mr Craig Peacock. The 
administration of the Tokyo Office was previously the responsibility of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet, 
before the public sector changes of my government resulted in the office being transferred to the Department of 
Jobs, Tourism, Science and Innovation. This systematic rorting overwhelmingly occurred during the term of the 
last government and only came to light as a result of the machinery of government changes made by this government. 
It was the transfer of the Tokyo Office accounts to JTSI that led to a JTSI employee first suspecting serious 
misconduct in late 2017. I commend the work of those officers for initially uncovering the issue. The matter was 
then referred to the CCC. The JTSI director general commenced disciplinary action against Mr Peacock in 
September 2018 and terminated his employment on 1 February 2019. As Mr Peacock’s employment was 
terminated for misconduct, I can confirm that annual leave entitlements were not paid out to him. 
The State Solicitor’s Office has taken steps to protect the state’s financial interests by commencing recovery 
proceedings against Mr Peacock for approximately $500 000 plus interest and costs. The SSO has also obtained 
freezing orders from the court, which freeze Mr Peacock’s assets, or prevent him from disposing of those assets in 
either Australia or Japan. I was briefed about this investigation by the CCC commissioner on Monday afternoon 
and subsequently asked the director general of JTSI to refer the matter to the WA Police Force and the 
Australian Taxation Office. 
Western Australia’s eight overseas trade and investment offices assist in delivering a strong and diverse economy 
that drives job creation, but we need to know that they are working in the public interest. Recently, JTSI has 
strengthened internal controls over travel, gifts, hospitality, allowances and expenses within the overseas offices. 
The director general also commissioned an independent review to consider the effectiveness of current 
arrangements. The review panel is led by an eminent public administrator, Helen Williams, AC. Ms Williams is 
joined by two esteemed panel members, Jane Madden and Geoff Leeper, PSM. 
An audit of each office will be conducted simultaneously to assess the controls and compliance with regards to 
credit cards, expenses, remuneration, entitlements and travel of all commissioners and the Agent General. It will 
also consider the adequacy of existing controls to prevent and detect fraudulent transactions. In addition to this, 
the director general of the Department of the Premier and Cabinet has asked the Public Sector Commissioner to 
coordinate an independent review into the governance arrangements in the Department of the Premier and Cabinet 
between 2008 and 2017 in administering expense claims, other entitlements, and asset management in overseas 
offices. The commissioner will advise of any changes or improvements to management practices that could be 
implemented in the department and/or may be relevant to the review and audit being led by JTSI. It is very 
important that we leave no stone unturned in getting to the bottom of why this occurred and that we do our utmost 
to prevent it occurring again. 
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